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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

A National Leader in Student Success

BEST IN FLORIDA

Florida State University’s four-year graduation
rate of 72 percent places FSU among the Top 10
public universities in the country and is the best
in the state of Florida.

FSU FRESHMEN FLOURISH

Florida State's freshman retention rate is 93
percent, meaning more freshmen than ever

are returning for their second year. That places
FSU among the Top 20 public universities in the
nation for freshman retention!

THE WORD IS OUT

Prospective students are taking notice of FSU's
preeminence. We received a record-breaking
60,555 first-time freshman applications for the
2019 summer and fall semesters.

GLOBAL REACH

FSU’s commitment to increasing the number of
students studying abroad was honored with a 2019
Seal of Excellence from the Institute of International
Education. The award specifically recognized FSU's
extraordinary global-engagement network.

WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH

FSU researchers received a record level of funding
from federal, state and private sources in the 2019
fiscal year, bringing $233.6 million to the university
to support investigations into areas such as health
sciences, high energy physics and marine biology.

AN OUTSTANDING VALUE

Florida State is ranked No. 9 in the nation among
public universities that offer high-quality education
at an affordable price, according to Kiplinger's
annual list of Best Values in Public Colleges.



Outstanding

Performances

his month holds our last two performances of the
I season: Veronica Swift and An Evening with Billy
Dean. For these two amazing events, we are
partnering with Visit Tallahassee for their summer
Backyard Bucket List Challenge, a fun photo sharing
contest. Just snap a picture for Instagram using the hashtag
#TallyBucketListSweepstakes to win prizes including a
grand prize of a staycation for two!

At just 27, Veronica Swift has already had quite an
accomplished career, performing professionally since the
age of nine and sharing the stage with artists like Chris
Botti and Wynton Marsalis. Veronica is a phenomenal

singer whose vocal power has a vintage quality that makes

for an unforgettable night of jazz.

Then on June 17, we finish the season with Billy Dean’s
highly anticipated performance. Local doctors Hugh and

Cody VanLandingham will join Billy on stage for a very

Continue

special performance. Then, Billy will perform updated
versions of some of his greatest songs accompanied by
members of the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra.

We recently announced One Night of Queen on August
24 and Chris Botti on September 2 as the first two events
of the 202122 Season. Tickets are now on sale for these
two outstanding performances to members and sponsors.
We announce the full season on July 8, and I hope you’ll
tune in to see the over 30 artists coming next season who

represent an array Of genres.

Thank you for your continued support.

N
Michael Blachly
Director, Opening Nights at Florida State University
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Putting Our Hands Together
For Opening Nights

Celebrating our 25™ anniversary with the best entertainment.

sachsmedia.com | 850.222.1996 SaChSM E DlA

Public Relations | Public Affairs | Research | Crisis | Digital THE BREAKTHROUGH AGENCY.




Florida State University

John Thrasher, President

Opening Nights Staff

Michael Blachly
Director

Lori Elliott
Development Director

Brad Lister
Ticket Office Manager

Calla MacNamara
Education & Engagement Manager

Rachael Dirr
Marketing Assistant fo the Director

Katelyn Woods
Programming Assistant to the Director

Amanda Cole
Multimedia Design Specialist
University Communications, Creative Services

Rodney Johnson
Assistant Director of Creative Services
University Communications, Creative Services

Opening Nights
Development Council
Gus Corbella, Chair
Michael Obrecht, Chair-elect
Lauren Bacon
Sara Bayliss
Brandi Brown
Kimberly Criser
Brooke Hallock
Eric Friall
Heather Mitchell
Nan Nagy
Ron Sachs

Susan Stratton

UPCOMING
PERFORMANCES

JUNE

10 Veronica Swift

jazz, vocal

17 An Evening with Billy Dean
country, singer-songwriter
Sponsored by Ajax Building Company

JULY

8§  2021-22 Season Announcement
Sponsored by Capital Eurocars

ON SALE DATES

JULY 9 Sponsors

JULY 15  Producer’s Circle Members
JULY 19  Partner Members

JULY 22 Friend Members

JULY 26  Associate Members

JULY 28 Debut Members

JULY 30 Solo Members

AUGUST

2  GENERAL ON SALE
24 One Night of Queen

rock n' roll, tribute
Sponsored by Carlton Fields

SEPTEMBER

2 Chris Botti

crossover, jazz, instrumental
Sponsored by Peter Boulware Toyota

Cover: Veronica Swift

OPENINGNIGHTS.FSU.EDU | 7



http://openingnights.fsu.edu

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING

' ATRIP TO THE SHORE IS A NATURAL RESTORATIVE INSIDE: THE BIGGEST NORTHWEST FLORIDA WEDDINGS ISSUE EVER!

Let’s Rally
+ Around Art

Opening Nights enriches
life of the community

High-Tech

Notes to
LiveB

POET'S
WORLD

Masters of verse at FSU

explore a universe of words
A Plethora
of Species

bays nurture
myriad life forms

SINCE 1979

Stay connected to Tallahassee’s latest activities and attractions.
Read Tallahassee Magazine in print and online, plus like and
follow on social media for the latest events and happenings.

m a 9 a z i n e nu. @tallahasseemag | tallahasseemagazine.com




Congratulations Opening Nights

Thank you for fostering the Arts and putting the STEAM in STEM

Herb § Mary Jervis

Proud Supporter
of Opening Nights

774 PRIME MERIDIAN BANK

Tallahassee | Crawfordville | Lakeland | TryMyBank.com | Member FDIC







2020-21 MEMBERS

AS OF 3/19/2021

Producer’s Circle

Phillip & Betty Brown*
Gus & Tanya Corbella
Mike & Jeri Damasiewicz*
Eric & Andrea Friall

Debby Kearney
Jon & Jean Kline*

Mike & Judy Pate
Piekarewicz Family*

Partner Level

Law Office of Linda A. Bailey*
Jann & Ray Bellamy

Michael & Judy Blachly
Grossman Furlow & Bayo, LLC*
Brandi & Steve Brown*
Kathleen Daly & Reinhart Lerch
William & Caryl Donnellan
Elizabeth Dudek

Lori Elliott & Doug Hall

Diane & J. Fogarty

Myron & Judy Hayden*

Paull & Nita Kirkpatrick

Stacey Lampkin*

Brian R. Lockwood

Patty & Chuck Mitchell

Kristine & Tom Parker +

Doug & Debbie Russell

Floyd & Eileen Self

Barbara Shapiro

* Member for 5 years or more

Member for 10 years or more

+ First year members

Friend Level

Greg & Sharon Beaumont
Bob Contreras & Ellen Berler*
Scott & Jennifer Boyles*

The Three Sisters

Sandra & James Dafoe*
William & Mary Davis

Drs. Gib & Ruth Debusk*
Pamala J. Doffek*

Patrick & Kathy Dunnigan*
The Hon. Stephen Everett & Meghan Everett*
Gina & Scott Gorman

Kristin & Sheldon Gusky
David & Kathy Hale*

Helen D. Haines*

Barbara Hamby & David Kirby
Linda Harkey*

Tracy Hatch & Brenda Buchan
John & Linda Kilgore*

Marge Masterman
McNeal/Dunn Family

Frank & Francesca Melichar
Emily Millett*

Stephen & Patricia Peters
Mary Anne Price*

Fred & Anna Roberson*
Eleanore Rosenberg & Larry Sack*
Doug & Cynthia Sessions
Gary & Patricia Smith*

Joyce & Lee Stillwell

Del Suggs & Denice Jones
Warren & Paula Sutton*

Richard Turner
Jason & Brenda Watts
Gary & Wendy Williams

David & Mary Jean Yon*
Marilyn Young & Michael Launer*
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CARLTON
FIELDS
‘Carlton Fields
Is pleased to sponsor

the 2020-2021 season of Opening
Nights at Florida State University.

We celebrate the arts as an
essential cornerstone of
creativity and innovation.

www.carltonfields.com

Atlanta ¢ Hartford * Los Angeles « Miami * New Jersey * New York ¢ Orlando * Tallahassee * Tampa * Washington, D.C. « West Palm Beach

Dr. Cynthia Tie & Dr. David Pascoe
northfloridaderm.com

850.402.9444




DARE TO BRAG
GETTHE ThG

office or mytag.fsu.edu. Proceeds support
student scholarships and academic
enhancements. FSU provides a $25 rebate
for first time buyers.

Proudly Supports Opening Nights
at Florida State University




Walmart ° r‘s

Save money. Live better.

Proud to partner with Opening Nights to provide cultural
opportunities for the Boys and Girls Club of the Big Bend

WALMART.COM

Proud to support

NAITALCOR Opening Nights!

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES, WORLDWIDE

PROUDLY SUPPORTS

OPENINGNIGHTS
Steaks, Chops, Pasta, and Libations

201 E. Park Avenue
ENJOY THE SHOW! illussotlh.com

NAITALCOR.COM | (850)224-2300




2020-21 MEMBERS, CONT.

Associate Level

Dr. Charles & Sharon Aronovitch
Ingolf Askevold & Margaret Mooney*
Ludmila Barbosa De Faria*

John & Jenny Bryant*

Susan & Jack Fiorito*
David & Paula Fountain
Amy M. Jones

John & Helen Keaton
Matthew Keelean*
Robert & Gail Knight*
Jim Lee

Linda & Rick Hyson*
Douglas & Joyce Mann*
Oliver Sperry Renovation
Martha Paradeis & John Dozier

Patterson Lamb, Jean Sadowski &
Sunny Phillips

Pamela Perrewe & Gerald Ferris
Tom & Dianne Phillips*

Bill & Connie Reinhardt*
Genevieve Scott

Richard Senesac

Pamela & Charles Shields*
Lynda Roser & Marilyn Yon
Nancy Wright

Debut Level

Tony Archer & Dan Taylor*
Randy & Cathy Armour
Adrienne Barnes

Darryl & Cathy Beacher
Donald & Eileen Bourassa*
Adrienne Bowen

Nolia & Bill Brandt

Ann Brattain

Vicki Combs

Rita Coolidge & Joe Hutto +
Robert & Ellen Crabtree*
Mr. & Mrs. Richard DiChiara

Rachael Dirr +

Richard & Nora Doran*

Jane & Mike Dunn*

Mark Fontaine*

Tim & Jamela Fordyce
Steve & Kim Gabbard
Richard & Christy Gordon
Karen Hawkins*

Maura & William Heebink
Stewart Hinson*

Lori Holcomb & Bob Fingar*
Dr. David & Dottie Jones +
Kira Derryberry Photography +
Ron & Donna Krell

Acelo Pedroso & Natalie King-
Pedroso +

Charles & Dian LaTour

Terry & Fran Lewis*

Calla MacNamara +

Susan & Matthew McConnell*
Tom, Leisa, & Sean McCullion
James H. Melton

Tricia & Randy Merchant +
Heather Mitchell, Tallahassee

Community College Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Cecil B. Nichols

Ross Obley & Deborah
Justice-Obley

Sarah Ramsey*
LaShawn Riggans
Stephen Y. Roberts, Sr.

Howard Glassman & Diane Salz

Mirella & Theo Siegrist*
Philip & Amanda Slama
Christopher Small, Ph.D. +
James & Judith Underhill*
Jeff & Nina Vickers +
Ronald & Annette Wilson
Ken Winker

Solo Level

Ronnie Brewer +
Joseph & Rebecca Culley +

James N. Floyd

Julie Hannon +

Tui S. Hitchcock +
Jennifer & Matt Hudson +
Gregory & Margo Jones
Laurence & Lucinda Keesey
Kaye L. Kendrick +

Karen Lamb +

LuluM +

Michael & Karen Mobley +
Roxie Oliver +

Terri Olsen +

Robin R. Smith, Ph.D. +
Maria Sommer +

Jan Timm

The Waller Family +

For more information and

to become a member, visit
openingnights.fsu.edu/support/
membership

* Member for 5 years or more

Member for 10 years or more

+ First year members
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INSURANCE

N

Trusted Choice
We serve you first.

3131 Lonnbladh Rd.

www.earlbacon.com

BONDS

Insurance

I Independent
Aent g

| 878-2121

402.7500
www.ccbg.com

Capital Ci
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=
More than your bank. Your banker.




Veronica Swift

“Her startling command and improbably mature
delivery have made her a cause célébre among fans of
traditional jazz, and landed her on stages with some

of the music’s finest improvisers.” — New York Times

Still relatively early in her professional career, Veronica Swift has already developed an
impressive repertoire. Raised in Charlottesville, Virginia by her parents, pianist Hod
O’Brien and singer Stephanie Nakasian, she recorded her first album, Veronica’s House of
Jazz, when she was only nine years old. Veronica has shared the stage with a host of jazz
luminaries, including trumpeters Wynton Marsalis and Chris Botti, and pianists Benny
Green, Michael Feinstein and Emmet Cohen.

Continued on pe. 21

THURSDAY

June

10

7:30 P.M.

LOCATION
The Moon

GENRE

jazz, vocal

OPENINGNIGHTS.FSU.EDU | 17
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Law Office
of

JOHNNY DEVINE

Criminal Defense
Landlord - Tenant

Personal Injury

850.656.2500
johnnydevine.com

D AR of
KESSLER

CONSTRUCTION

850.997.4540

KesslerConstructionLLC.com
3375-C Capital Circle NE, Tallahassee, FL 32308
FL Lic# CBC 1258003 GA Lic# RBCO 004496

Healthy Homer, Hoppy Familics




BE A KEY
PLAYER.

GET RESULTS THAT MATTER.

Branding. Advertising. Digital. Public Affairs.
themooreagency.com

EMBRACING LIFE
TO ITS FULLEST

Enjoy active and engaging senior living with
a variety of affordable apartments and single-family
homes, plus the security of additional support like
assisted living and nursing care, all on one campus.

For more information call (850) 878-1136.

4 .
Westminster @

OPPORTUNITY
OakS 4449 Meandering Way
www. WestminsterOaksFL.org Tallahassee, FL 32308

®

CLICK AND YOU’RE
CONNECTED

Every day brings an opportunity to connect with
your community and one another. From cooking
demos and exercise classes to coffee chats and
informative workshops, AARP has so many online

options at your fingertips. Find your community at
states.aarp.org/florida/events-fl
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CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

AT RISK
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EDUCATIONAL
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Veronica Swilt

Continued from pg. 17

Atage 27, Veronica Swift is recognized as one

of the top young jazz singers.

Veronica’s first appearance at Jazz at Lincoln
Center was at age 11 when she performed at
the “Women in Jazz” series at Dizzy’s Club
Coca-Cola. In the fall of 2015, she won second
place at the prestigious Thelonious Monk Jazz
Competition. In 2016 she was asked to perform
a concert of her own at the Tribeca Performing
Arts Center in New York City and headlined
the Telluride Jazz Festival. She has been a guest
artist at Jazz at Lincoln Center with Michael
Feinstein, the Tedd Firth Big Band, Marilyn
Maye and Freda Payne.

Veronica finished her Bachelor of Music in
Jazz Voice at the Frost School of Music at the
University of Miami in December 2016, where
she was a full scholarship student. After moving
to New York City, she almost immediately
started performing every Saturday night at the
legendary Birdland Jazz Club, a gig she
continues to maintain when she isn’t on the

road.

Veronica toured with her parents, renowned
jazz pianist Hod O’Brien and celebrated jazz
singer and educator/author Stephanie
Nakasian. She has appeared on stage with Jon
Hendricks, Annie Ross, Esperanza Spalding,
Joe Lovano, Bob Dorough, Kim Nazarian,
Danilo Perez, and others. With her family, she
has appeared at The Great Waters Music
Festival in New Hampshire, Blues Alley Jazz
Club in DC, the Jazz Standard in New York
City, the Jazz Cruise, and for the New Jersey
and Hilton Head Jazz Societies.

Veronica recorded two albums as a child—one
at age nine with Richie Cole, her father’s
thythm section and her mother, and a second

Veronica Swift will perform songs from her newest album This Bitter Earth. Photo by Bill Westmoreland

at age 13 with saxophonist Harry Allen.
Veronica’s latest album This Bitter Earth was
released this year and features the great pianist
Benny Green and his trio, as well as the Emmet
Cohen Trio.

In addition to performing the Great American
Songbook and Bebop and Vocalese classics,
Veronica is also a passionate devotee of 20s and
30s music and has sung with Vince Giordano,
Terry Waldo, and Drew Nugent.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...

2021-22 Season Announcement

JULY 8
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Ken Kato §
Nan Nagy

Proud Supporters of
Opening Nights
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WE BELIEVE IN
COMMUNITY

Visit us at one of our convenient
locations throughout Tallahassee.

MY100BANK.COM | A Home BancShares Company | Member FDIC

V1P

VEZINA - LAWRENCE - PISCITELLI




It’s Opening Nights!

Celebrating the Arts with
Florida State University

'l NELSON MULLINS

258 - 300+

Our Higher Education Strong commitment
Offices located in 11 states attorneys bring a holistic and to leadership
and Washington, D.C client-focused perspective to & service
our university representations

Attorneys and Legal
Professionals

For your

side.

We plan for our future, so our loved ones don’t
have to do it for us. Nationwide offers long-term
care options to help you financially prepare for
unexpected events down the road. This way you
can spend more time with your family, and less
time thinking about “what if?”

Contact your Nationwide agent today to learn
more about long-term care options.

ﬂ] mm

BUSINESS I.IFE
Nationwide’

is on your side

Life insurance is issued by Nationwide Life Insurance Company or Nationwide Life and Annuity Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio. Nationwide, Nationwide is on your
side and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2017 Nationwide LAM-1882A0.2 (03/17) 6224524
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ONENIGHT
OF QUEEN

AUGUST 24

CHRIS BOTTI

SEPTEMBER 2

NOVEMBER 4

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY OPENINGNIGHTS.FSU.EDU
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“Sharing music with a child forms
life-long memories for all.
Thank you, ON!”

Teresa Beazley
Widmer

SEARCY
DENNEY
SCAROLA

BARNHART
¢ SHIPLEY -

Attorneys at Law

D

Follow us and
stay up-to-date
with ON!

Opening Nights at
Florida State University

@OpeningNights

OpeningNights.fsu.edu
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DONOR RECOGNITION

Distinguished Artists Fund

Your gift helps FSU continue as a leading performing arts
presenter as well as to subsidize student tickets. This fund
accepts honorary and memorial gifts.

2020-21 SEASON DONORS:

Geof Mansfield & Jennifer
Fitzwater

Libby & Johnny Woodward
Anonymous

Lauren Bacon

Leslie & John Baker

Jeff Bauer

Michael & Judy Blachly
Deborah Lawson & Jeff Blair
Cathleen Briggs

Irv Broughton

Patricia & Weston Bruner
David & Hayley Cannon
Susan Cerulean

Pete Chamlis

Valerie Claus

Teri Cleeland

Mary Coburn

Jonathan Klepper & Jimmy
Cole

Gus Corbella
Mary-Margaret Dale
Mike & Jeri Damasiewicz
Dina Davis

Larry & Jo Deeb

Diana Desilets

Lori & Richard DiChiara
Maddie Dirr

Mike & Terry Dirr
Rachael Dirr

Jean Marie Sheddan
Downing & Kevin Downing

Kelly & Laurie Dozier
Mike & Jane Dunn
Frances Durham

Emily Eisenstadt

Bailey Elliott

Brian & Kelly Elliott
Cheri Elliott

Gracen Elliott

Lori Elliott

Molly Elliott

Owen Elliott

Roger & Colleen Englert
Andrea Figueroa-Irizarry

Richard Hopkins & Zachary
Fitzgibbon

Geof Mansfield & Jennifer
Fitzwater

James Floyd
Janice Foley

Tim & Jamela Fordyce
Andrea Friall

Bill Fuller

Ronald Gallahan
Lilian Garcia-Roig
Rachel Gebeloff
Leah Gentry

Bill Graham

Doug Hall

Amy Hamil

Lynda Hartnig
Mimi Hearn

Lee Hinkle

Liz Hirst

Lori Holcomb

Harriett Stripling-Hunter
& William Hunter

Rebecca Hunter
Aubrey Jankelow

Ellie Jankelow
Meghan Jankelow
Linda Jenkins
Amy Jones

Jill & Fred Leach
Dorothy Lee

Jim Lee

Kathleen Daly & Reinhart
Lerch

Brian Lockwood

Calla MacNamara
Stephen MacNamara
Bobbe Maddox
Lourdes Madsen

Ayne Markos

Heather & Wayne Mayo
Julie McBride

Robin McCallister

Tom Mccullion

Mary & Michael Mckelvey
Susan & Ken Mcleod
Eric Millard

Amanda Morrison

Irene Namkung

Dan Parisi

Camille Park

Sarishni & Sonny Patel
Caroline & Ryan Poole
Stephen & Tracey Preisser
Mark Reichert

Charles Rennick

Linda Roberts

Charles Robinson

Ron Sachs & Gay Webster-
Sachs

David Sands

Dennis & Mandy Schnittker
Patricia & Paul Schriefer
Sherron Sloan

Kathleen Smith

Linda Smith

Pat Smith

Doretha Spells

Betty Steffens

Evan Steinberg

Margaret Stevens

Peter & Sabrina Stokes
Lynn Strayer

Shirley & Tom Tatro

Jim Taylor

Tony Archer & Dan Taylor
Michelle Terebinski
George Teruel

Darryl Treadwell

Silvia Valisa

Larry Vaughn

Kendra & Michael Wendeln
Teresa Widmer

Art Wiedinger

Gary and Wendy Williams
Amanda & Martin Wood
Katelyn Woods

John & Libby Woodward
Sam Zoss

Opening Nights in Class Fund

Your donation helps provide resources that enable Opening
Nights to offer experiences, performances and workshops to
college and K-12 students in the Big Bend area.

2020-21 SEASON DONORS:

Chris Heacox

Jim & Sherrill Ragans

To make a tax-deductible donation to these funds, visit Give.FSU.edu/OpeningNights
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